ON THE ROAD: La Roux
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LAROU
GOES FOR GOL

Since red-quiffed singer Elly Jackson, one
half of duo La Roux, stormed to No.1 in the
UK charts with the catchy, upbeat electro-
pop single ‘In For The Kill’, she has been
hard to ignore.

Waging verbal war on what she believes to
be ‘boring guitar bands’, she has quickly stirred
up a young and sometimes fanatic fan base by
being at the forefront of a recent wave of '80s
influenced synth-heavy electro pop. Her quirky
style and flamboyant, flame-red hairdo have
also made her an icon.

But she doesn’t do it alone. Co-writer-and
synth maestro Ben Langmaid partners Jackson
and although he doesn’t appear at the live
shows he has also been responsible for creating
hits ‘Bulletproof” and ‘In For The Kill* {for which
they won Best Dancefloor Filler at the 20710 NME

THE TECHNICALLY-SAVVY REDHEAD AND
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Awards). On stage, Jackson performs alongside
band members Michael Norris (keyboards &
computers), Mickey O'Brien (keyboards & BVs)
and William Bowerman on drums.

In their short career they have already
achieved over a quarter of a million album
sales for self-titled album La Roux and 1.5m
single sales. Following their sold-out UK tour
in November, La Roux launched their first full
touring production this Spring, the Gold Tour,
promoted by Live Nation, which travelled across
Academy-sized venues in Europe and the UK,
supported by Jamie Woon and | Blame Coco.

With artist, crew and production stuck in the
U.S. due to the volcanic eruption on the day the
tour was supposed to begin, things didn't start
too smoothly.

Production manager, tour manager and
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FIRST FULL UK TOURING PRODUCTION.
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guitar tech Mark Dempsey, was contacted by
the band’s manager Tony Beard to take over
from Matt Johnson when he had commitments
with the Klaxons.

Dempsey explained: “We missed the first
Southampton gig and changed Reading into a
rehearsal. We flew back on April 24 carrying
as much production as we could on the plane,
then went into Music Bank for a day to buy and
rent bits, and re-build our backline. A lot of it is
still in the U.S.1"

The tour eventually began at Brighton
Concert Hall on April 28 and proceeded
throughout the UK before culminating in
Southampton Guildhall on June 13. Initial
plans were discussed between Dempsey, stage
designer Alexander Brown and Elly J on.
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